During a radiological study of the intestinal tract in tuberculous patients, it was noticed that the barium passed more rapidly through the colon in Indian patients with no signs of intestinal tuberculosis than was expected from the findings reported as normal for Europeans (Frimodt-Moller, 1943) . It was thought that the cause might be found in the different types of diet used for Indians and Europeans, but in the absence of a control material of healthy persons in India, no evidence in support of this hypothesis could be provided. The question has now been followed up by examination of a series of Europeans and Indians, apparently healthy, and the result is reported below.
Three aspects of the problem will be considered : first, is there any difference in the normal movements of the colon in between Indians .and in Europeans living in India? The number examined in the two subgroups are, however, so small that the differences do not reach the level of significance. [Jan., 1945 Brown and Sampson (1930) in the course of their classical work on intestinal tuberculosis to which reference was made in my first report. [Jan., 1945 The passage of the barium in Indian patients with pulmonary tuberculosis but with no affection of the colon compared well with that of the control group of healthy Indians, whereas patients with radiological evidence of intestinal tuberculosis (characteristic filling-defect of the ca3cum) showed hypermotility of the colon, though not very marked.
Hypermotility is not a very important radiological sign in intestinal tuberculosis, and a diagnosis of this disease mainly based upon this symptom without the demonstration of fillingdefect, should be treated with great reservation.
